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Instruments of Righteousness

1Co 6:12 "I have the right to do anything," you say--but not everything is
beneficial. "I have the right to do anything"--but | will not be mastered by
anything.

Gal 5:1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and
do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

Gal 5:13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not
use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly
in love.

1Co 6:13 You say, "Food for the stomach and the stomach for food, and
God will destroy them both." The body, however, is hot meant for sexual
immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14 By his power
God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also.

1Co 6:15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ
himself? Shall | then take the members of Christ and unite them with a
prostitute? Never!

1Co 6:16 Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is
one with her in body? For it is said, "The two will become one flesh." 17
But whoever is united with the Lord is one with him in spirit.

Gen 2:22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken
out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 23 The man said, "This is
now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’
for she was taken out of man." 24 That is why a man leaves his father
and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.



1 Cor 6:18 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits
are outside the body, but whoever sins sexually, sins against their own
body.

Gen 39:10 And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to
go to bed with her or even be with her. 11 One day he went into the
house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was
inside. 12 She caught him by his cloak and said, "Come to bed with me!"
But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house.

1 Cor 6:19 Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy
Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not
your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your
bodies.

1Co 3:16 Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that
God's Spirit dwells in your midst? 17 If anyone destroys God's temple,
God will destroy that person; for God's temple is sacred, and you
together are that temple.

1Jn 4:13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has
given us of his Spirit.

(NLT) 1Pe 1:18 For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from
the empty life you inherited from your ancestors. And it was not paid with
mere gold or silver, which lose their value. 19 It was the precious blood of
Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God.

(NLT) Rom 12:1 And so, dear brothers and sisters, | plead with you to
give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be
a living and holy sacrifice--the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly
the way to worship him.

(NLT) Rom 12:2 Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world, but
let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.
Then you will learn to know God's will for you, which is good and
pleasing and perfect.



1Co 6:19 Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy
Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?

1 Cor 6:19b "...You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price.
Therefore honor God with your bodies.

Rom 6:12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you
obey its evil desires.13 Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an
instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those
who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself
to him as an instrument of righteousness.

Joh 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him.



Weekly Reflection

Take a few moments this week to sit with these questions.

1. In what areas of your life are you using your body or choices as an
"instrument of wickedness" rather than righteousness--and what would it
look like to redirect that energy toward honoring God?

2. Pastor Dean teaches that true freedom in Christ isn't permission to do
whatever we want, but power to choose what honors God. Where do you
struggle between your "right to do something" and what's actually
"beneficial" for your spiritual life?

3. How does the reality that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
change the way you think about daily decisions--from what you consume,
to how you spend your time, to the relationships you pursue?
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