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The Holy City

Rev 21:1 Then I saw "a new heaven and a new earth," for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any
sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her
husband. 3 And I heard aloud voice from the throne saying, "Look! God's
dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them.
They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their
God.

Rev 21:9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the
seven last plagues came and said to me, "Come, I will show you the
bride, the wife of the Lamb." 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to
amountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God.
Stunning contrast... Rev 17:1 One of the seven angels who had the
seven bowls came and said to me, "Come, I will show you the
punishment of the great prostitute, who sits by many waters. 2 With her
the kings of the earth committed adultery, and the inhabitants of the
earth were intoxicatedwith the wine of her adulteries." 3 Then the angel
carried meaway in the Spirit into a wilderness. There I saw a woman
sitting on a scarletbeast that was covered with blasphemous names and
had seven heads and ten horns.

Rev 21:9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the
seven last plagues came and said to me, "Come, I will show you the
bride, the wife of the Lamb."



2Co 11:2 I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. Ipromised you to one
husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to him.
"people living in intimacy with the God who loved them andchose them to
be his forever (the bride) and living with one another in vibrantcommunity,
enjoying God's abundant provision and security (the city) is easy
tocohere." (Fanning)

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and
high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God.

Rev 21:11 It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliancewas like that of
a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a great,
high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the
gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. 13 There were
three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south and three
on the west. 14 The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them
were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

Eph 2:19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigner sand strangers, but
fellow citizens with God's people and also members of his household, 20
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the chief cornerstone.



Rev 21:15 The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to
measure the city, its gates and its walls. 16 The city was laid out like a
square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city with the rod and
found it to be 12,000 stadia in length, and as wide and high as it is long.
17The angel measured the wall using human measurement, and it was
144 cubits thick.

18 The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as
glass. 19 The foundations of the city walls were decorated with every kind
of precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire,
the third agate, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, the sixthruby, the
seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenthturquoise,
the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst.

Rev 21:21 The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gatemade of a
single pearl. The great street of the city was of gold, as pure as
transparent glass.

Mat 13:45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like atrader who was looking
for fine pearls. 46 He found one that was very valuable. So he went away
and sold everything he had. And he bought that pearl.

Rev 21:22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God
Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun
or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the
Lamb is its lamp.

Rev 21:24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will
bring their splendor into it. 25 On no day will its gates ever be shut, for
there will be no night there. 26 The glory and honor of the nations will be
brought into it. 27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who
does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are
written in the Lamb's book of life.



Isa 49:6 he says: "It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to
restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I
will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to
the ends of the earth."

Rev 22:1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear
as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the
middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the
tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And
the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.

Rev 22:3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the
Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4 They will see
his face, and his name will be on theirforeheads.

we will see his face...remember, Moses (the friend of God) asked to see
God's glorious presence, but he was toldno one could only see Him and
live.

Paul added 1Ti 6:16 He alone possesses immortality and lives in
unapproachable light, whom no human has ever seen or is able to see....

1Jn 3:2 Dear friends, we are already God's children, but he has not yet
shown us what we will be like when Christ appears. But we do know that
we will be like him, for we will see him as he really is.
Rev 22: 5 There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a
lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they
will reign for ever and ever.



Joh 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that who ever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. Joh
3:17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but to save the world through him.



Weekly Reflection

Take a few moments this week to sit with these questions.

1. The vision of the Holy City reveals a place where God dwells intimately
with His people and believers live in vibrant community together. What
does that kind of unbroken connection with God and with one another
look like in your imagination--and how might that vision shape the way
you relate to others this week?

2. We learn that one day we will see God's face directly--something
Moses was told was impossible. How does knowing that you will
experience God's actual presence, without barrier or fear, change the
way you think about your current relationship with Him?

3. The Holy City is described in stunning detail: precious stones, pure
gold, gates of pearl, the river of life, and the tree bearing fruit every
month. What does God's investment in such breathtaking beauty and
abundance tell you about how much He values joy, provision, and the
renewal He has planned for those who are His?
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