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The Great Tribulation Warning

Mat 24:21 For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of
the world until now--and never to be equaled again. 22 "If those days had not
been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will
be shortened. 23 At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Messiah!"
or, 'There he is!' do not believe it. 24 For false messiahs and false prophets will
appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the
elect.

The Beast from the Sea

Rev 13:1 The dragon stood on the shore of the sea. And | saw a beast coming
out of the sea. It had ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on its horns,
and on each head a blasphemous name. 2 The beast | saw resembled a
leopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The
dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority.

Satan's Counterfeit

Rev 6:1 | watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. Then | heard
one of the four living creatures say in a voice like thunder, "Come!" 2 | looked,
and there before me was a white horse! Its rider held a bow, and he was given a
crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest.

2Co 11:14 "...Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. 15 It is not
surprising, then, if his servants also masquerade as servants of righteousness.
Their end will be what their actions deserve."



Rev 12:3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with
seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on its heads.

Daniel's Vision

Dan 7:15 |, Daniel, was troubled by all | had seen, and my visions terrified me.
16 So | approached one of those standing beside the throne and asked him what
it all meant. He explained it to me like this: 17 "These four huge beasts represent
four kingdoms that will arise from the earth."

Dan 7:19 Then | wanted to know the true meaning of the fourth beast, the one so
different from the others and so terrifying. It had devoured and crushed its
victims with iron teeth and bronze claws, trampling their remains beneath its feet.

The Counterfeit Resurrection

Rev 13:3 One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but
the fatal wound had been healed. The whole world was filled with wonder and
followed the beast. 4 People worshiped the dragon because he had given
authority to the beast, and they also worshiped the beast and asked, "Who is like
the beast? Who can wage war against it?"

Exo 15:11 Who among the gods is like you, LORD? Who is like you-- majestic in
holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders?

Blasphemy and Authority

Rev 13:5 The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies
and to exercise its authority for forty-two months. 6 It opened its mouth to
blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his dwell ing place and those who
live in heaven.

Rev 13:7 It was given power to wage war against God's holy people and to
conquer them. And it was given authority over every tribe, people, language and
nation. 8 All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast--all whose names
have not been written in the Lamb's book of life, the Lamb who was slain from
the creation of the world.

A Call for Patient Endurance
Rev 13:9 Whoever has ears, let them hear. 10 "If anyone is to go into captivity,

into captivity they will go. If anyone is to be killed with the sword, with the sword
they will be killed." This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of



God's people.
The Beast from the Earth

Rev 13:11 Then | saw a second beast, coming out of the earth. It had two horns
like a lamb, but it spoke like a dragon. 12 It exercised all the authority of the first
beast on its behalf, and made the earth and its inhabitants worship the first
beast, whose fatal wound had been healed.

Rev 13:13 And it performed great signs, even causing fire to come down from
heaven to the earth in full view of the people. 14 Because of the signs it was
given power to perform on behalf of the first beast, it deceived the inhabitants of
the earth. It ordered them to set up an image in honor of the beast who was
wounded by the sword and yet lived.

The Mark of the Beast

Rev 13:15 The second beast was given power to give breath to the image of the
first beast, so that the image could speak and cause all who refused to worship
the image to be killed. 16 It also forced all people, great and small, rich and poor,
free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hands or on their foreheads, 17
so that they could not buy or sell unless they had the mark, which is the name of
the beast or the number of its name. 18 This calls for wisdom. Let the person
who has insight calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man.
That number is 666.

Joh 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through
him.



Weekly Reflection

Take a few moments this week to sit with these questions.

1. When you're faced with voices claiming to have ultimate answers or promising
salvation through human systems, how do you distinguish between what merely
looks powerful and what is truly trustworthy? What anchors your loyalty to Jesus
in those moments?

2. The beasts in Scripture are terrifying partly because the world is "filled with
wonder" and follows them--they have appeal and authority. Where do you feel
tempted to follow or admire something that mimics righteousness but pulls you
away from Jesus?

3. In times of distress or uncertainty, do you find yourself looking for a human
deliverer or political solution rather than trusting that Jesus has already
shortened the days for the sake of His elect? What would it look like to rest in His
sovereignty rather than fear?
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